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Basics of physical geography Main categories

Main parts of Earth: vertical

» Atmosphere: troposphere (lowest 20 km) and stratosphere
» Hydrosphere

> Biosphere

> Lithosphere
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Basics of physical geography Main categories

Main parts of Earth: horizontal

» Continents and islands: Greenland criterion, Panama isthmus,
isthmus of Suez, Europe-Asia border (Sea of Marmara — Black
Sea — North Caucasus — Caspian Sea — River Ural — Ural
mountains); Madagascar, Indonesian archipelago;
microcontinents

» Oceans and seas: Arctic ocean criterion, different approaches,
Tethys traces (Mediterranean, Marmara, Black, Caspian and Aral
seas)

> Lakes and rivers: Great Lakes, Great African lakes, Baikal, Lake
Eyre, Lake Chad

» Mountains and depressions: Himalayan ridge, Andes and
Cordilleras, European ridges, Puerto Rico depression, Mariana
trench

» Straits and currents: Gibraltar, Torres and Magellan straits; Gulf
stream, Labrador and North Pacific current, equatorial currents,
Antarctic circumpolar current M

Shipunov (MSU) Biogeography. Lecture 3 January 17, 2018 5/6



Basics of physical geography Main categories

For Further Reading

A. Shipunov.

Biogeography [Electronic resource].
2014—onwards.

Mode of access:

http://ashipunov.info/shipunov/school/biol_330
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